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Family Matters
SPECIAL EDITION

Thank you to our entire Community of Caring. 
Together, we are helping those in need succeed by providing necessary resources  

to help deliver brighter futures.
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As part of our continuum of care model of blending services to provide comprehensive 
care for our Judson Center families, our Families First program (part of Child and 
Family Services) expanded into our Macomb office in Warren. Families First offers 
families intensive, short-term crisis intervention and family education services with 
the goal for families to remain together safely in their home. And now sharing 
offices with our Mental Health program, more resources are available within our 
Judson Center family.

The only children’s respite home in Oakland County is open!  Since 1986,  
Lahser Respite home has been a part of the fabric of our community and just last year, 
it was facing closure due to unexpected funding cuts.  The community rallied and 
saved this home away from home for children and adolescents with developmental 
disabilities.  Lahser Respite is more than just a house, it is a welcoming place with 
dedicated staff and quality care that families trust with their children who have 
severe physical impairments.  It is an extension of their family and it is home.   
Many thanks to everyone who helped share the message, tell the story and made 
a donation to keep Lasher Respite open.  This was truly a grassroots effort with 
heart.  In photo: Lasher Respite family, George and Kofi Grant.

Judson Center’s Top

Judson Center’s Top 5 of 2015
In no particular order.
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Child Safe Michigan became an affiliate of Judson Center, which allowed us to 
expand our services and programs to serve more children who are at–risk of entering 
or are currently in Michigan’s child welfare system.  This partnership has grown our 
reach into more communities to help children find temporary or permanent homes 
through foster care and adoption, as well as provide mentoring opportunities to help 
children and young adults overcome challenges and provide guidance for brighter 
futures. In photo: Child Safe mentor, Scottie with mentee Dakota.

Judson Center’s Autism Connections continues to grow!  With 1 in 68 children 
diagnosed with autism, we understand the need for the services we offer.  Just this 
past year, we added an additional autism therapy team to our Royal Oak location.  
We now can help more children who have been diagnosed with autism and their 
families and will continue to do so as we renovate three of our four wings which 
will be dedicated to Autism Connections. In photo: Autism Connections child, Connor 
Reyntjes.

Last November was one for the record books, as our annual gala, A Night to Embrace 
our Children and Families Gala made Judson Center history.  It was the first time 
we hosted it in the ‘D’ at the Westin Book Cadillac Detroit, with over 500 people 
in attendance.  We also sold out 5 weeks in advance and raised nearly $400,000.    
A huge thank you to our wonderful chairs, Jim and Sally Scapa and Tom and Ingrid 
Perring, and our dedicated Gala Committee, led by Board Advisor Joseph Fisher.  
In photo: Gala Emcees, Nima Shaffe (WXYZ, Channel 7), Tom Jordan (WWJ),  
Chris Aslanian (Auctioneer) and Anne Marie LaFlamme (WYXZ, Channel 7).
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Judson Center welcomes new 
President and Chief Executive Officer, 
Lenora Hardy-Foster

In March, Lenora Hardy-Foster officially 
joined our Judson Center family, as our 
new President and Chief Executive Officer. 
Ms. Hardy-Foster comes to Judson Center 
from her previous position as the Executive 
Director at Southwest Solutions in Detroit.

Under her leadership, Ms. Hardy-Foster 
is responsible for guiding the strategic 
direction of Judson Center by creating new 
partnerships, working with our Board and 

building upon the 92 year legacy of improving 
lives while creating a strong, productive community throughout Southeast 
Michigan. 

Go Titans!  Ms. Hardy-Foster earned her MBA and is an alumna of the 
University of Detroit Mercy.  Her career has been dedicated to social 
services, primarily at Southwest Solutions and its subsidiaries, for the past 
three decades.  Prior to assuming the role of Executive Director, Lenora was 
the Vice President, Finance and Administration, overseeing the Financial, 
Human Resources, Information Technology, Risk Management, Health & 
Safety and Property Management functions. She also chaired Southwest 
Solutions Executive Leadership Team as well as served on several non-
profit corporations governing boards.  In addition,   Ms. Hardy-Foster is 
a member of the Detroit Chapter of Financial Executives International 
(FEI), where she serves as President. She is also a graduate of Leadership 
Detroit XXIII.

“With over thirty years of experience at Southwest Solutions combined 
with her other professional accomplishments, Lenora has gained unique 
insight and knowledge of the current nonprofit landscape and what it 
takes to be our CEO.  It is very clear that she has the experience and 
heart for our mission”, shared Judson Center Board of Trustees Chair,  
Kyle Hauberg.

I have a very fulfilled life outside of 
the office, as family and faith are 
very important to me.  And when 
asked how best to describe myself, 
three characteristics come to mind:

- Leader that brings wisdom, 
compassion and a sense of humility 
and inclusion

- Person of faith: in God, in the 
power of goodness, and in people

- Woman of integrity and holds true 
to commitments and is a sincere 
partner to many

These traits along with my beautiful 
family and church are a big part of 
who I am and how I live my life, with 
much gratitude going to my mom.  
I know I walk in her footsteps, as 
she taught me how to be a strong, 
respectful and spiritual woman.  

I have also been married for 33 years!  
My husband Duane and I have a 
daughter, Ayanna, son-in-law Terrance 
and granddaughter Ava.  And, I would 
be remiss if I did not mention another 
important member of our family who 
has stolen my heart - my 5 ½ year-old 
great-nephew, Caleb.

My large family has become much 
bigger, as now I am a part of your 
family – the Judson Center family.   

I look forward to meeting you and 
making a positive impact in our 
shared community, together.

A conversation with

LENORA

At the Center
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Volunteer Voices
Making a Difference Every Day

Volunteer of the Year Sue Wilkins kept us organized during 
Holiday Wish gift drop offs!

Christine Srock, who provides administrative 
support to GM’s Global Connected Customer 
Experience organization, delivers gifts to our 
Vocational Services holiday party. Helping 
her unload the gifts are Judson Center’s team 
members, Job Coach Alan Freeman, Vocational 
Services Director Brad Ewing, and Business 
Development Manager Daryl Ayers. 

Speedway Corporation in Romulus, who 
employs our adults with disabilities through our 
Vocational Services program, purchased gifts for 
our consumers.  (L to R)  Cara Johnson, Andrea 
Coronado, Misty Hutchison, Taylor Mosson, and 
Peggy Kerr, Community Relations and Volunteer 
Manager for Judson Center.  

The Crypton Fabrics team collected gifts and clothing for 
our Judson Center families at their nationally recognized 
headquarters in Bloomfield Hills.

Paula Kalevas and Tina Robert from St. Nicholas Greek 
Orthodox Church in Troy, load up their donations to be 
delivered to our children in our adoption and foster care 
programs. Assisting is volunteer Tamica Stewart.

Thank you to all of the corporations, 
small businesses, civic and service 
organizations, and individuals who 
helped make wishes come true for our 
children, adults and families!

Whether you gave gifts or your time 
this past holiday season, Judson Center 
honors our holiday heroes for serving 
our Judson Center family!

Thank You
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Volunteer Voices
Making a Difference Every Day

Jeri Peckens, Employment 
Specialist for Judson Center’s 
Vocational Services, celebrates 
with Judson Center consumer 
Brandi at the Vocational Services 
holiday party. 

Tim and Sharon Walkaus and their extended family, 
adopted an entire family to buy for during the holiday 
season.

Nicole, Carolyn and Sonya from 
The Michigan Department of 
Corrections deliver gifts to our 
Holiday Wish Room.

The Crestmark Bank team, 
Christine Chase, Lisa Madynski and 
Francine Zizelman, deliver gifts to 
our consumers. Raquel Franks, Force Load Analyst 

with AT&T, delivers gifts and 
smiles! 

The Beaumont Health Community from  
Royal Oak and Warren, led by Cheryl 
Gorman and Darlene Niksic, purchased 
over 100 gifts! And, this past holiday 
season marked nearly 20 years of 
participating in our Holiday Wish 
program.
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EVENTfull

Save the Date

North American International Auto Show Charity Preview

A proud NAIAS Charity Preview Recipient
“Working as one for the youth of Michigan”

It was a wonderful evening for Judson Center at this year’s North American International Auto Show 
Charity Preview, as our very own Trey Tarman from Autism Connections served as the Preview’s 
official Child Ambassador, representing all of the children of Metro Detroit.

June
10

JULY
18

JULY
30

SEPT.
22

OCT.
8

Fore The Kids of Judson Center Corporate Golf Challenge
Franklin Hills Country Club, Franklin

CIA Charity Car Show 
CIA Financial, Shelby Township

A Night to Embrace our Children and Families Gala: Havana Nights
Westin Book Cadillac Hotel, Detroit

Trey Tarman from Judson Center’s Autism Connections 
served as the Preview’s official Child Ambassador.  Trey 
was on stage for the ribbon cutting ceremony with  
Paul W. Smith.

We would like to extend our sincere gratitude to the Detroit 
Auto Dealers Association (DADA) for providing the opportunity 
for Judson Center to be a part of this evening.  And we thank 
all the NAIAS sponsors and our Community of Caring from near 
and far, who joined us on January 15, 2016,   as we celebrated 
cars and charity.  With over 13,000 people in attendance, 
more than $5.2 million were raised for seven local children’s 
nonprofits.  

“Judson Center is honored to be a part of Charity Preview.  
This one night in January is our largest fundraising campaign 
that directly supports our mission to provide compassionate 
and comprehensive services to thousands of children and 
families.  Charity Preview night is not only full of glitz, glamor, 
and cars, it is also full of heart! A special thank you to the 
DADA, and everyone who supported Judson Center and the 
other participating charities”, Kelli Dobner, Vice President of 
Development.

To get involved, join a planning committee and/or participate, visit our website or contact 
Kelli Dobner at 248.837.2020 or kelli_dobner@judsoncenter.org

Child Safe Michigan Detroit Legends Ball
The Townsend Hotel, Birmingham

Child Safe Michigan Pull! for Kids
Detroit Gun Club, Walled Lake
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24th
annual

FORE THE KIDS OF JUDSON CENTER
CORPORATE GOLF CHALLENGE

SAVE THE DATE
Monday, July 18, 2016

Franklin Hills Country Club, Franklin, MI

PRESENTED BY

Join Judson Center supporters and friends for the FORE 
the Kids of Judson Center Corporate Golf Challenge, 
presented by ITC Holdings, Inc. for a memorable day of 
friendly competition on the golf course, BBQ lunch and 
steak dinner, cocktails, helicopter ball-drop, massage 
clinic, and most important of all, helping to pave the 
way to a bright future for children in our community.

Ron Hinsley - Chair
V.P., Information 

Technology and 
Chief Information 

Officer 
ITC Holdings, Inc.

Marianne Brakora
Curtis Burstein

Robert Capinjola
Brad Cross 

Michael Gingell
Sheila Hinsley

Todd Hohauser
Nick Ilitch

Dan Jankowski
Paul Kahler 

Jonathan Lau
Linda Marshall
Julia Moulliett

Bernd Ronnisch
Chris Sutton

Fore the Kids of 
Judson Center 

Corporate Golf 
Challenge Committee

Not a golfer?  Gather with friends of Judson Center for our cocktail hour and gourmet dinner. Celebration Tickets: $125

For more information about our golf and gala events, please contact  
Kelli Dobner at 248.837.2020 or email kelli_dobner@judsoncenter.org.

Get your Rumba on, dance to the Cha-Cha, and step into Old Havana 
for an evening of vibrant music and the tastes of Cuba

Get your Rumba on, dance to the Cha-Cha, and step into Old Havana 
for an evening of vibrant music and the tastes of Cuba



Board of Trustees

4410 West 13 Mile Road
Royal Oak, MI 48073

Become a foster parent/adoptive parentDonate Volunteer

www.judsoncenter.org
#LetsGetReal

LET’S GET REAL MICHIGAN 
and help these kids in crisis. 13,000 children need someone who believes in them.
Every child deserves a happily ever after. With your help, we can give them one.

Sometimes I wish I could be brave  

like Superman, or have a big  
shield of armor like Iron Man to  
protect me from harm.  I have 
dreams of a dad who tells me that  

I don’t need to protect myself  
because he will - he is my very own  
superhero.   Then I would wake up -  
alone, scared, hungry and hurt. 

But then, I was placed into a foster  

home.  My foster family is made  

up of real superheroes. Now  
there is even talk about them  
becoming my adoptive family. 

I just smile now when I think about  
the day I met them. Because of  
them, I know my future is bright.  

Just watch me fly. 


